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NCPPP members have spent much of the summer   

developing the program for this yearôs Annual  Meeting, 
set for Indianapolis on November 20-21.  Three separate 
committees are developing the programs for the         
concurrent workshops to be held as part of this meeting, 
all under the common theme of ñMeeting the Demands of 
Todayôs Environmentò. 

 
T he  NCPPP Rea l 
Estate Instituteôs 
(REI) workshop will 
be entitled ñEconomic 
De ve lopm en t  A p -
proaches that Suc-
ceed in Todayôs Envi-
ronmentò.  REI Chair 
A n i t a  M o l i n o  
(Bostonia Partners) is 
leading the effort to       
develop panels which 
will outline projects 
that bring    significant 

benefit to their communities:  hospitals, arts centers, 
schools and mixed use communities will all be presented.  
Other topics include the financing of these projects in 
todayôs tough economic setting, and how  communities 
can create an environment that encourages partnerships. 
 
The Transportation Institute (TI) will focus on the policy 
debate, both in Congress and in a number of state     
capitols.  TI Chair Parker Williams  (ACS), working with 
members of the Institute have organized a panel of key 
figures in this debate:  leaders from the American       
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO), the American Road & Transportation Builders 
Assoc iat ion (ARTBA),  the U.S.  Depar tment  of         
Transportat ion (DOT) and the U.S. Chamber of         
Commerce will lead off the workshop with an in-depth 
review of the issues and options.  Case studies and the 
financing of these projects will also be covered.  A special  

panel, organized by Annual Meeting co-sponsor      
American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA), will  
discuss the change in the international trade environment 
and its impact on PPPs for port projects. 
 

The remaining workshop will deal with ñMeeting the 
Needs of our Water and Energy Infrastructureò.  Water 
Institute (WI) Chair Dan Sugarman  (United Water) is 
guiding this effort.  Projects will be presented that       
illustrate the confluence of these two key infrastructure 
areas.  The impact of recent federal legislation federal 
legislation and project financing options will be discussed, 
and a number of interesting case studies will be          
presented that illustrate how water and energy concerns 
can be addressed in a single project. 
 
One overriding challenge is 
coordinating all of these 
workshops, to avoid sched-
u l i n g  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  to     
minimize redundancy in the 
program content .   The 
N C P P P  M a n a g e m e n t  
Committee (Chairman Art 
Smith ,  President  Ken  
Butler, President -elect 
Bob Hebert and Treasurer 
Don Levine ) reviews each 
instituteôs effort to assure 
that this challenge will be 
mitigated.  
 
In addition to these three 
concur rent  workshops , 
there will be two plenary 
luncheons featuring nation-
al l y recogn ized f igures    
discussing the evolution and 
current state of public-private partnerships, with a       
particular emphasis on how PPPs can be a major part of 
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The series of ñPartnerships in Transitò workshops,     
conducted under the grant from the Federal Transit    
Administration, continues to be a rewarding but labor  
intensive effort.  As reported in the last issue of Insights  
(Issue 22, No. 2, Summer 2008), the first in the series (in 
Denver on June 11 and 12) was extremely successful, as 
measured both by the attendance numbers and          
participant evaluations. 
 
That pattern was continued with the San Francisco     
edition of these meetings, held on July 30 and 31.  
Twenty-three speakers covered state and national      
examples of legislation, innovative financing of projects 
and an array of case studies.  As with the Denver     
workshop (and all of these meetings), a major focus was 
on transit oriented development (TOD).  Speakers      
included both public officials and NCPPP members, 
many of which received ñoutstandingò ratings from the 
140 attendees. 
 
FTA Deputy Administrator Sherry Little  keynoted the 
program with comments about the value of PPPs, but 
emphasized the need for a greater understanding of this 
complex form of contracting.  The featured luncheon 
speaker was David Crane , Special Assistant for Jobs 
and Economic Growth for Governor Schwarzenegger.  
Crane outlined the need for California to adopt a more 
aggressive use of public-private partnerships, citing the 
enormous demands of the state at a time of significant 
budgetary shortfalls. 
 
An interesting development related to this meeting was a 
letter from Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, read by 
one of her staffers.  The letter, in addition to thanking the 
NCPPP and FTA for conducting the meeting, also said:  
ñWe must also look to innovative Public-Private Partner-
ships to fund our increasing infrastructure needs.ò   

A copy of the letter can be found on the NCPPP Website 
under ñIn the News.ò 
 
Another reason for the success of these meetings has 
been the active support received for underwriting of the 
workshops and hosting of functions.  The list includes 
Balfour Beatty, HNTB, HDR, Herzog, K&L Gates, 
CAPITAL PARTNERSHIPS, Parsons Brinckerhoff, and 
Sharon Greene & Associates .   
Presentations and meeting summaries of these two 
meetings are available on the NCPPP Website ï see the 
section ñFTAò listed above the banner on the home page. 

The next in the series of these meeting will be held in 
Philadelphia on July 17 -18 and Dallas on October 22-23.  
Updated program agendas, sponsorship information and 
registration forms are available on the links from the 
home page of the NCPPP Website. 

the answer to addressing the nationôs infrastructure chal-
lenges.  These functions will be host by United Water 
and American Water  respectively.  The Annual Awards 
Banquet, hosted by Veolia Water,  will be conducted on 
Thursday evening. 
 
Additional cosponsors for the meeting are also being 
sought, particularly from public sector agencies and    
associations.  To date, the American Association of Port 
Authorities, the Federal Real Properties Association, The 
Indy Partnership and Central Indiana Corporate Partner-
ship are now cosponsors of the meeting, and efforts are 
underway to recruit more organizations.  As witnessed by 
the experience with last yearôs Annual Meeting in     
Houston, these co-sponsorships are key to generating 
the appropriate audiences for what is truly an impressive 
program. 
 
Updated information and Annual Meeting details are on 
the NCPPP Website. 

 

Donôt Forget 

 

Award Submissions are due by 
close of business, Sept. 22nd. 

 
Awards will be presented at the Awards 

Banquet on November 20, 2008.  
 

November 20-21, 2008 
The Westin Indianapolis 

Indianapolis, IN 
 

Forms are available at www.ncppp.org under IN THE 
NEWS. 

 
Email submissions to kpfeifer@ncppp.org  

Cal Marsella (Denver RTD), left, and Bob Tuccillo (FTA)  
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While members of the International 

Institute (II) have been actively    
involved over the last two years in a     
number of projects for the NCPPP, 
September 3 was the first occasion 
for the newest of the NCPPP       
institutes to hold a membership 
meeting. II Chairman  Art Smith   
reviewed a number of recent activi-
ties conducted under the II banner.  
These included the continuing    
contracts with the United Nations 
Development Programme for main-
tenance of the Website, case studies and a new  related 
publication, a contract to conduct a tour of PPP projects 
for the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and a  

that the House version ñappears more flexible, in that it 
includes provisions that would enable long-term leasingò.  
In a letter of appreciation sent to Smith, Chairman      
Markosek wrote ñYour testimony regarding Public Private 
Partnerships was greatly appreciated and served an   
integral role in the outcome of the event.ò 
 
One interesting sidebar to Smithôs testimony was the in-
clusion in his comments of a piece of relevant history.  He 
noted that it was Pennsylvania that pioneered in the use 
of PPPs for transportation projects, citing their legislation 
of 1792 that authorized the charting of a company to build 
a turnpike from Lancaster to Philadelphia.  The legislation 
referred to this as ñan artificial roadò since it would be one 
of the first roads ever built with the then new technology 
of road surfacing developed by the Scotsman John Lou-
don Macadam.  The Lancaster Turnpike also served as a 
model for several other road projects that followed shortly 
thereafter. 

The Pennsylvania legislature is actively considering  

legislation to authorize the use of PPPs and tolling for 
transportation projects.  Hearings have been held in both 
Pittsburg and Philadelphia, driven by the Common-
wealthôs House Transportation Committee Chair Joseph 
Markosekôs objective of passage of the bill during the 
current legislative session.   
 
On September 8, NCPPP Chairman Art Smith  testified 
on behalf of the NCPPP at the Philadelphia hearing.  He 
offered examples of the use of PPPs in two other      
Commonwealths ï Massachusetts and Virginia ï as well 
as in Texas.  In a discussion of the Chicago Skyway   
concession, Smith noted the enormous positive impact 
the agreement has had on the financial ratings of the City 
of Chicago.  He also emphasized the full range of     
benefits of the use of PPPs in transportation.  Smith did 
comment on the draft legislation, saying it ñappears to 
provide a sound basis for implementing PPPsò, but added  

of Reauthorization Principlesò, prepared by a task force 
chaired by Sotiris Pagdadis  (McKenna Long & 
Aldridge).  With the debate over long-term funding of 
transportation projects already visible in Congress, a 
statement of the Councilôs position was deemed appropri-
ate ï numerous other organizations have already made 
their positions know.  After minor changes, the statement 
was referred to the Executive Committee, which met on 
July 17 and approved the document.  A copy of the State-
ment can be found under ñIn the Newsò on the home 
page of the NCPPP Website.  

In what has become a tradition, the Transportation     

Institute (TI) conducts its full membership meetings as a 
luncheon, with a featured speaker.  The July 16 edition 
featured Jim Ray , Acting Administrator of the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), who provided some 
insight as to where the US DOT might be headed on its 
recomm endat ions  fo r  t he  nex t  t ranspor ta t ion               
authorization.  While informal and non-committal, it was a 
valuable session for all those in attendance. 
  

The TI also reviewed a draft of the NCPPPôs ñStatement  

two-day training session for a dele-
gation from Toyo University of     
Tokyo.   
 
The Toyo briefing, conducted on 
August 11 and 12, saw a Japanese 
delegation of 20 graduate students 
and local officials.  The presenters 
were a team of NCPPP members 
that included John Keegan  (Gilbane 
Development Company),  Ruth 
McMorrow  (DEPFA), Art Smith  
(MAI), Rick Norment  (NCPPP) and 
Chris Lloyd  (McGuire Woods).  As 

was the case with the NCPPPôs delegation to the 2007 
PPP Forum meeting conducted by Toyo University, the 
area of greatest interest was the use of PPP for 

Participants in the Toyo University briefing session. 
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economic development and public facilities.  Through 
case studies and extensive discussions, numerous US 
examples and their financing methods were discussed, 
but with a particular focus on the Virginia Public-Private 
Education and Infrastructure Act (PPEA). An additional 
presenter at the meeting was Filip Drapak  of the World 
Bankôs program to promote the formation of dedicated 
units within national governments to support the develop-
ment of PPPs.  
 
At the September 3 meeting, a general discussion      
covered how the Institute could be more effective in    
representing the interests of NCPPP members who are 
involved in projects outside of the United States.   
 
Of greatest interest was a proposal to develop a ñwhite 
paperò that outlined the full range of PPPs.  This came in 
response to a discussion of a number of incidents where 
Partnerships UK (a branch of the British government) had 
argued that the US had no experience with PPPs and 
that their Private Finance Initiative (PFI) was the only 
form of partnership worthy of consideration.  The II   
members noted that the PFI model works only where a 
government can make a long-term financial agreement to 
repay the initial private capital investment, a model that 
will not apply in many developing countries or situations 
where government has only limited long-term financial 
capabilities.  As a result, the white paper would illustrate 
the full range of PPPs, including PFIs, and compare their 
relative applicability to a variety of market and political 
situations. 

The North W est Arkansas Community Col lege 

(NWACC), an NCPPP Member, has held discussions 
with NCPPP staff for over a year, in an effort to gain an 
understanding of how PPPs might be utilized to expand 
facilities on their several campuses in the Fayetteville, 
Arkansas area.  These conversations led to a request for 
an NCPPP team to come to their main campus and    
provide some guidance for a select group of community 
leaders. 
 
On July 22, a group of 20 senior college staff, local  

political leaders and members of the business community 
met for this one-day session.  The NCPPP team         
consisted on Anita Molino  (Bostonia), Mike Brenchley  
(HDR) and Rick Norment  (NCPPP).  The fundamentals 
and process of developing a PPP specific to meet the 
needs of NWAAC were all presented, but the most     
productive portion of the meeting was a dialogue about 
specific options that the community college might have.  
The consensus of the group was that while they still have 
a substantial amount of work to do, they session was of 
significant help in moving them forward toward a solution 
to their challenges.  

The meeting also discussed methods for expanding the 
number of workshops and training sessions that the 
NCPPP might conduct, particularly for government   
agencies and multinational organizations. 
 
Following the meeting, a Leadership Dinner was held that 
featured the Director of the United Nations Development 
Programmeôs Special Unit for South-South Cooperation 
(SU/SSC) Yiping Zhou .  This is the UN unit with which 
NCPPP has its contracts.  Zhou outlined the programs of 
the SU/SSC and plans for expanding its global reach in 
promoting PPPs.  An additional speaker at the dinner 
was Jim Thompson , Director of the U.S. State           
Departmentôs Global Partnerships Center. 

On July 16, the Council had an Open House to provide 

members and friends an opportunity to see the new    
office.  The office now includes a conference room, an 
expanded area for production of conference materials, 
and an improved, more professional setting for our     
operations.  Staff was most pleased by the reactions of 
the over 30 people attending, all who felt that this         

provided a greatly improved setting for the operations of 
the NCPPP.  Most significant is that the new space     
provides much needed space for the growth of the staff, a 
direct response to the expanding activities of the Council.  
An additional intern will be joining the staff within the next 
few weeks and the new offices provide sufficient space 
for the addition. 

Yiping Zhou, Art Smith and Jim Thompson at the Leadership 

Dinner. 


