
These are times when public-private partnerships are 

very much the center of discussion at all levels of govern-
ment. This yearôs NCPPP Annual Meeting will provide a 
forum to gain an understanding of these dynamics. 
 
Unique from other conferences which primarily focus on 
the market trends of one specific industry, the 2009 
NCPPP Annual Meeting will direct attention to the market 
issues involving the use of PPPs within many sectors, 
i.e., energy, water/wastewater, economic development, 
federal properties and transportation-both highway and 
transit.  
 

The program features both plenary sessions pertinent to 
all PPP sectors as well as focused breakout sessions, 
targeting the issues facing specific markets.  The break-
out sessions, developed by the NCPPP Institutes, ad-

dress PPPs on the local, state 
and federal levels. 
 
Over the past year, the in-
dustry has experienced a 
tremendous amount of activ-
ity in the fore mentioned       
areas.  Join us to hear lead-
ing experts give detailed in-
sight into the increased 
amount of activity the indus-
try has experienced over the 
past year, analyze what it all 
means, and forecast the pro-
gress of PPPs in our Na-
tionôs current and future 
economy.  
 
Given recently passed PPP 

legislation in Alabama, Arizona, California, Michigan and 
Puerto Rico, the NCPPP has intricately developed the 
program of the Annual Meeting to garner the interests of 
public officials from these states and territory.  
 

Don't miss your opportunity to meet with officials eager to  
 

 

learn how PPPs can be used to improve and/or deliver 
services to their jurisdictions.  
 
What does the 2009 NCPPP Annual Meeting and Awards 
Banquet have to offer? High quality expert speakers, high 
level attendees, a recession proof registration fee, and so 
much more!  View the agenda for more information.  
Register today and take advantage of fantastic deals on 
discounted rates for groups of 3 or more.  Contact our 
office for more details.  
 
In addition, sponsorship at the 2009 Annual Meeting and 
Awards Banquet provides the perfect environment to 
showcase products and services to a highly targeted  
audience. The NCPPP is pleased to offer a number of 
sponsorship opportunities at its 2009 Annual Meeting. 
Direct marketing through face-to-face discussion of your 
expertise during a continental breakfast, scheduled 
breaks, lunch, and/or networking reception(s) with our 
attendees, will create the opportunity to gain brand recog-
nition and make valuable business contacts.  
 
New for 2009 is an added incentive to becoming a gen-
eral underwriting sponsor.   Companies may choose from 
a variety of pre-selected give-a-way items on which to 
have the company logo printed.  These items will be 
handed out to every registered attendee providing an-
other unique marketing opportunity for our sponsors. 
Click on the link to view the Promotional give-away items. 
 
In addition to a host of benefits and incentives, all private 
sector sponsors will receive one complimentary registra-
tion for the first company representative who registers 
and attends the event, and a 50% discount on the sec-
ond.  Click here for more details on the NCPPP 2009  
Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet sponsorship and to 
download the sign up form.  All sponsorships opportuni-
ties are offered on a first come, first serve basis.  Please 
contact Krystine McGrath, Director, Programs Develop-
ment, at kmcgrath@ncppp.org or 703.469.2233, for more 
information.  You may also fax your completed form to 
703.469.2236.  
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Robert Tuccillo  (FTA) began the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act panel with an update on Department of Trans-
portation activities and fund obligation. Wayne Terry  (San 
Diego Trolley MTS) and Richard Bacigalupo  (Orange County 
Transportation Authority) discussed how their transit agencies 
plan to use ARRA funds and how they selected projects.  Like 
ARRA speakers at the previous two workshops, both panelists 
stressed the necessity of ARRA funds for project completion. 
Sharon Greene  (Sharon Greene + Associates) joined Tuccillo 
to close the workshop.  Greene presented a succinct summary 
of the workshop and placed the discussion in a broader context.       
   
Public sector sponsors in San Diego included San Diego Met-
ropolitan Transit , Orange County Transportation Authority , 
American Public Transportation Association, Perimeter 
Community Improvement Districts and WTS.  Several or-
ganizations provided additional financial support for this work-
shop ï these included Infrastructure Management Group, 
Nossaman LLP, InfraConsult LLC, Herzog Contracting Cor-
poration and Parsons Brinckerhoff.  
 
As always, workshop presentations are available on the NCPPP 
Website.  

The third ñImplementation of PPPs for Transitò workshop took 

place in San Diego, CA on July 7th and 8th. Like the workshops 
in Atlanta and Chicago, this meeting was expanded to a day 
and a half to accommodate a broader agenda and focus on 
implementation.  The workshop opened with a Welcoming Com-
ments panel featuring local transit executives.  Paul Jablonski , 
Chief Executive Officer of San Diego Metropolitan Transit Sys-
tem and Matthew Tucker , Executive Director of North County 

Transit District dis-
cussed how their agen-
cies use public-private 
partnerships (PPPs) to 
expand their service 
and improve efficiency. 
 
Workshop highlights 
included luncheon key-
note David Crane  
(Office of Governor 
Schwarzenegger) and 
Cal Marsella  (Denver 
RTD). Crane covered a 
range of topics includ-
ing his own experi-
ences with transit, the 
passage of PPP legis-
lation in California and 

high speed rail. Marsella, in one of his final public appearances 
as General Manager, presented his ñLessons Learned from a 
Penta-P.ò  Marsella highlighted the successes seen with the T-
REX multi-modal project and efforts taken for the Eagle Project, 
which is the Penta-P project.    
 
The ñState of Good Repair Case Studiesò panel was well re-
ceived by attendees. Kristine Leiphart  (FTA) moderated the 
panel of Denise Longley  (LA Metro) and Leah Robbins  
(TriMet).  Leiphart opened the panel by explaining the harsh 
realities facing the nine largest U.S. transit systems by present-
ing findings from FTAôs State of Good Repair study (found on 
the NCPPP website).  

David Crane provided the luncheon keynote. An attendee asks the Welcoming Comments panel a question. 

 

 

 

 

Sheraton Phoenix Downtown ω Phoenix, AZ ω November 18-20, 2009  

2009 Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet2009 Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet  

Donôt Forget... 
 
Award Submissions are due by C.O.B on  
Friday, September 11.  
 

Email award materials to kpfeifer@ncppp.org.  
* For more information about the Annual Meeting, go to the NCPPP website. 

NCPPP Member  $395 

Public/Nonprofit  
Organization  

$450 

Private Organization  $795 

Ask about group rates for 3 or more people! 

Plenary Sessions of Interest  
 

PPPs in the Current Economic Environment 

The Legislative Environment ð State and Federal Issues 

Dedicated Units 
 
Plus: Featured luncheon keynote speakers, breakout sessions 
on energy, international, real estate, transportation and water, as 
well as so much more! 

http://www.ncppp.org/FTA/workshop_SD.shtml
http://www.ncppp.org/FTA/workshop_SD.shtml
http://www.ncppp.org/FTA/FTA_State%20of%20Good%20Repair.pdf
mailto:kpfeifer@ncppp.org?subject=Award%20Nomination
http://www.ncppp.org/calendars/AnnualMtg09/AnnMtg_0911.shtml
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I am sure you have noticed it ï the great increase in the 

interest ï and sometimes debate ï about PPPs. In the 
ten years that Iôve been with the Council, Iôve never seen 
anything like the current level of discussion, interest, de-
bate and profusion of misconceptions.   
 
The frequency of press inquiries has more than doubled. 
At last yearôs Board of Directors meeting, we set a goal of 
10 press contacts for the year, a goal that was exceeded 
by March of this year. While these contacts still include 
the expected ñtrade pressò and national news organiza-
tions, the major upswing has been with local papers who 
are dealing with the concept of PPPs for the first time. 
The number of requests for speakers for association 
meetings has also jumped and includes local economic 
development groups and national associations. One of 
these initially might be thought of as an unlikely venue ï 
the National Association of Pharmacy Boards, which is 
not interested in partnerships for its operations, but rather 
how to help control state budgets and avoid cuts to their 
budgets.  
 
Equally revealing is the number of phone calls we are 
now receiving from public agencies and ñthink tanksò. 
Some are driven by ñhow can we use partnerships with 
federal stimulus funds?ò but the majority is prompted by 
the broader infrastructure problems our country is facing. 
Tight public sector budgets, mounting demands for ex-
pansion of services and long delayed maintenance are all 
subjects with which we are all familiar, and that provides 
the backdrop for whatôs happening. 
 
What is particularly interesting is how some in Congress 
seem to be out of sync with much of the rest of the coun-
try. We are all aware that there are activist groups that 
oppose partnerships ï they sometimes can be very effec-
tive at local and national levels in propagating miscon-
ceptions about PPPs. However, a surprising number of 
states has passed (Arizona, California and Michigan to 
name only a few) or are actively considering legislation in  

support of the use of partnerships. There is active interest 
not only for transportation projects, but water, energy, 
telecommunications and a wide range of other areas.   
 
However, at the same time, a sizeable number of Mem-
bers of Congress are promoting concepts that would in-
hibit, if not drastically impact, the use of PPPs. Proposals 
include oversight and approval of the negotiation       
process, limitations on the lengths of PPP contracts and 
revision of the tax treatment of some partnerships. 
 
Washington has been called an extraterrestrial commu-
nity, surrounded by reality. That seems to be the problem 
in Congress. With little or no experience with PPPs, Con-
gress finds it all too easy to lapse into traditional ap-
proaches for infrastructure, and view private sector par-
ticipation in a disapproving eye. Given the recent banner 
headlines about some financing practices, it is under-
standable how so many have resisted private financial 
involvement in public projects.   
 
That doesnôt mean that we should allow these distorted 
views to go unchallenged. A number of associations 
(including the Associated General Contractors of Amer-
ica, the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials, the National Association of State 
Budget Officers and the National Governors Association) 
are actively working to correct these misconceptions, and 
obviously the NCPPP is part of this effort. 
 
Taking the long view of the situation, I believe this debate 
is a positive. While some of the ñclamorò has been nega-
tive about partnerships, the resulting discourse can make 
the true value of PPPs more widely understood. As more 
practitioners of partnerships speak out and dispel the 
misconceptions, the ability to use this tool to meet public 
needs can be better understood by the general public 
and policy makers at all levels of government. If the    
message is clear and audible to all, including Members of 
Congress, this can be a step forward to a positive future 
for this innovative form of contracting.  

While transportation funding has dominated the head-

lines associated with the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act (ARRA), there is another part of the legisla-
tion that is having major impacts on the partnerships in-
dustry. ARRA provides a total of $7.2 billion, nearly the 
funding allocated to High Speed Rail, to the National 
Telecommunications Information Administration (located 
within the Department of Commerce) and the Rural  

Utilities Service (Department of Agriculture) for the ex-
pansion of access to and adoption of broadband ser-
vices. Of this allocation, $4.7 billion is aimed towards the 
development of broadband infrastructure in underserved 
areas with the remaining $2.5 billion targeting investment 
in broadband for rural communities. Funding is already 
being awarded under a competitive loan, grant and loan-
grant combination project application process. The first  
 



The Council continues to be engaged in some international 

activities. The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) has extended a contract for maintenance and updating 
of the current case studies on the NCPPP website.  In addition, 
they have asked our International Institute to assist with a spe-
cial meeting to be held at the World Bank in December ï Chair-
man  Art Smith  and Executive Director Rick Norment  will 
serve as judges for the presenting of awards to outstanding 
partnership projects in developing countries. 
 

A number of international agencies continue to request that the  
NCPPP conduct briefings for delegations.  The World Bank has 
requested one for senior officials from India, and the US State 
Department has done the same for delegations from the Euro-
pean Union and Japan. 
 
These activities can not only generate some additional income 
for the Councilôs operations, but more importantly raise 
NCPPPôs credibility in the eyes of many public agencies at the 
federal, state and local levels in the United States.  
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In April, the Executive Committee voted to name the NCPPP 

internship program after Ralph L. Stanley, a pioneer in promot-
ing the use of public-private partnerships for transportation pro-
jects. The internship program provides a learning environment 
for graduate students interested in learning about PPPs.   
 
The current Ralph L. Stanley intern is 
Mike Blank , Masters of Business Ad-
ministration candidate at The George 
Washington University (GW), with a 
focus in Finance and Strategic Man-
agement. Mike received a Bachelors 
Degree in Economics from Wake For-
est University in North Carolina. After 
graduating he decided to pursue his 
interest in politics and worked on 
transportation issues for the U.S.  
Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. After 
four years on the Hill, Mike left to at-
tend business school where he hopes 
to learn skills that will translate into a 
job that spans both the public and 
private sectors. At the NCPPP, Mike is 
busy tracking state and federal PPP 
legislation.   
  
The previous intern was Megan 
Bourke , a Masters of Public Policy 
candidate at GW. Megan wrote case studies on the 2008 
NCPPP award winners and updated numerous case studies 
including ones for Union Station, the New York Ave Metro Sta-
tion and the James F. Oyster Bilingual School, all in Washing-
ton, DC. Before joining the NCPPP, Megan worked as an    
analyst for the Village of Downers Grove, a large Chicago sub-
urb.  She graduated with her B.A. from Indiana University.  
 
 
 

The internship program is named for a truly inspirational PPP 
advocate.  Ralph Stanley spent much of his career with the De-
partment of Transportation and served as chief of staff for Sec-
retaries Drew Lewis and Elizabeth Dole.  In 1983, Mr. Stanley 
was appointed to head the U.S. Urban Mass Transportation 
Administration (UMTA, the forerunner of todayôs U.S. Federal 

Transit Administration).  For the rest of that 
decade he guided the expansion and 
growth of transit.  While he was at the 
UMTA, Mr. Stanley was appointed Execu-
tive Director of the National White House 
Conference on Small Business by Presi-
dent Reagan. 
 
After leaving the federal government, Mr. 
Stanley joined Bechtel and continued his 
efforts for transportation by working on the 
expansion of the Portland, Oregon light rail 
system and the transit oriented develop-
ment which accompanied it. Always the 
PPP visionary, Mr. Stanley campaigned for 
ten years, through his Toll Road Corpora-
tion of Virginia, enabling the Dulles Green-
way to be built in Northern Virginia by get-
ting local support, lobbying for the law in 
Richmond, under which it was granted a 
concession, organizing options for land 
purchases and interesting and lining up 
investors. Despite several failed financial 

closings, Mr. Stanley was able to see construction begin before 
he died of melanoma on April 2, 2001. 
 
It is fitting that the NCPPP internship is named for the pioneer of 
PPPs.  Through the internship program, our future leaders gain 
the hands-on experience that will help improve their under-
standing of the value of public-private partnerships that will aid 
them for the rest of their professional careers.  

round of this application process resulted in $28 billion in project 
funding requests for $4 billion in available funds.  
 
Public-private partnerships are, not surprisingly, the foundation 
of many of the projects seeking these ARRA funds. Here at the 
NCPPP home office, we know that many of our members are  

active (or contemplating involvement) in these broadband ex-
pansion projects. If you are, we want to hear from you! The 
Council is looking for interested members to be part of a discus-
sion group to explore how PPPs are being utilized to best use 
ARRA funds in this infrastructure field. If interested, please 
email Seth at smillergabriel@ncppp.org.  

NCPPP Intern, Mike Blank hard at work. 


