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The National Council for Public-Private Partnerships 

has issued an Open Letter to federal and state policy 
makers, outlining the role that PPPs can play in economic 
stimulus and infrastructure development. 

 
The letter, drafted at the 
NCPPP Annual Meeting 
and approved by the Board 
of Directors, cites partner-
ships ñas an innovative 
method of funding infra-
structure projects to best 
reduce costs, accelerate 
delivery, create jobs, and 
transfer risks to the private 
sector.ò   
 
The letter also notes that 
PPPs can provide substan-
t ia l  leverage of  l im i ted   
public funds, and therefore 
should be a  component in  

the legislative remedies for the economic conditions we 
now face.  
 
Responses to the letter have been remarkably positive.  
NCPPP members and associations that share these con-
cerns continue to add their names as signatories to the 
letter (an up-dated edition of the letter can be found on 
the NCPPP Website).  Several staff of key Congressional 
Committees have said that the letter is ñvaluableò, ña 
great resourceò and ñvery helpfulò. 
 
There are several indications that the NCPPP may be 
asked to testify on PPPs before Senator or House key 
committees.  Also, there have been suggestions from 
some Committee staff that the Council conduct briefings 
for Congressional staff within the next few weeks, an idea 
that is actively being pursued, but awaiting some of the 
realignment of people in the new Congress.   
 
It is obvious that the next few months will be an important 
period for the federal legislature, as Congress evaluates 
how private sector finances can be best applied to meet 
some of the crucial public needs.  
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The two days of events in Indianapolis saw one of the 

most substantive programs offered thus far by the   
Council.  Evaluations consistently noted the high quality, 
not only of the speakers, but of how well each of the 
three concurrent workshops was organized.  Three     
simultaneous workshops were conducted over the two 
days, covering economic development, transportation 
and  wa ter /energ y 
projects.  The presen-
tations given at these 
workshops are now 
a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e 
NCPPP Website. 
 
Featured speakers at 
t h e  p l en a r y  m e a l 
funct ions included 
several key people 
with solid experience 
with PPPs both in the 
Indianapolis area and    
na t iona l l y.   Ryan 
Kitchell , Director of 
Indianaôs Office of 
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d 
Budget, talked about 
not only the Indiana 
Tollway experience, 
but also the use of PPPs in a number of other state    
programs.  Stephen Goldsmith  of Harvard University, 
former Mayor of Indianapolis and former Honorary Co-
Chair of NCPPP, gave a dynamic presentation analyzing 
successes and failures of several projects ï and the   
reasons for each.  Tom  Snyder , President of Ivy Tech 
Community College talked about the partnerships that 
have helped build the school and have had a strong, 
positive impact on the economic development of the   
Indianapolis community. 
 
The Award Banquet  included the presentation of a total 
of eight awards.  While not given every year, a Distin-
guished Leadership Award was made to Pete Rahn , Di-
rector of the Missouri Department of Transportation and 
President of the American Association of State Highway 
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), for his tireless 
support of public-private partnerships and his work with 
the NCPPP in organizing  several meetings.  Infrastruc-
ture Awards were presented to the Green Rock and Po-
cahontas Correction Centers, and the Inter-Agency Bio-
defense Campus at Fort Detrick.  Innovation Awards 
were presented to the Cambridge Energy Alliance, the 
Hancock Geriatric Treatment Center in Williamsburg, and 
the Tampa Bay Desalination Plant.  Service Awards were 
presented to Indianapolis Water and Gresham, Oregonôs 
wastewater facility. 

The Annual Report for 2008 was also presented at this 
meeting, highlighting what was a record year for the 
Council, both in the number of meetings held and growth 
in membership.  Copies of the report are available on our     
website. 

 
The meeting of the NCPPP Board of Directors was held 
in conjunction with this meeting, where the progress of 
2008 was reviewed.  Chairman Art Smith  (Management 
Analysis Inc.) conducted the meeting that included re-
ports from each of the Institutes. Vice President for Pro-
grams Anita Molino  (Bostonia Partners) discussed the 
programs held in 2008 and plans for 2009, and Vice    
President for Membership Bob Jennings  (Scannell 
Properties) reported the recent growth in Council mem-
bership (an increase of 21 percent over 2007).  Vice 
President for  Education Parker Williams  (ACS) 
proudly noted that the NCPPP Website is now  receiving 
over 300,000 hits per month.  Vice President for Fi-
nance Don Levine  (Veolia Water) reported that the 
Council is now in the most-sound financial condition that 
it has ever seen, with reserves now beginning to ap-
proach a suitable level. 
 
One highlight of the Board meeting was the special rec-
ognition of Joe Kneib  (Herzog) for his outstanding ser-
vice to NCPPP.  Art Smith noted his work in building bet-
ter cooperation with several associations (in particular the 
Associated General Contractors of America) and his tire-
less promotion of membership. 

Ryan Kitchell, Director of the State of 

Indianaôs Office of Management and 

Budget, speaking at the welcoming  

luncheon. 

Joe Kneib (Herzog) was presented with an Outstanding Service 

Recognition Award by NCPPP Chairman Art Smith (MAI) at 

the 2008 Board of Directors Meeting. 
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will actively work to develop briefings for Congressional 
staff on the use of PPPs, not only for transportation, but 
for the full range of infrastructure projects (if this is done 
as a request from Congressional staff, this would not be 
considered lobbying).  Secondly, NCPPP President Ken 
Butler  (CAPITAL PARTNERSHIPS) proposed that a spe-
cial task force be organized to see how else the Council 
can promote the use of PPPs as part of the economic 
stimulus effort, not only in Congress but in the whole 
range of critical audiences. 
 
The featured luncheon speaker for the meeting was D.J. 
Gribbin , General Counsel for the U.S. DOT ï he offered 
his prognosis about the directions that Congress and the 
new Administration might take with regards to the use of 
PPPs.  Tom Yedinak , Private Sector  Liaison for Innova-
tive Programs, FTA, also participated in the meeting, pro-
viding insight into the objectives of the series of Partner-
ships for Transit meetings and a PPP training session 
that NCPPP is helping to organize for FTA   personnel.  

On December 8, the NCPPP Transportation Institute 

(TI) held another of its full membership meetings, which 
provided an opportunity for an open and free-ranging dis-
cussion of how public-private partnerships and transpor-
tation projects can be part of the economic stimulus pack-
age being formulated by the U.S. Congress.  This was 
done in the context of a discussion of the Open Letter 
(see the lead story) and what follow-up actions may be 
appropriate.  
 
There was a general concern that in the rush to inject 
funds into public spending, there will be a loss of focus 
when establishing priorities that can best serve the coun-
try in meeting the real infrastructure needs.  A companion 
concern is the need for more extensive training for people 
in state agencies to aid in developing a dedicated staff of 
professionals who can understand the complexities of 
developing PPP contracts. 
 
Two action items came out of this meeting.  The NCPPP  
 

The last two Partnerships in Transit Workshops were 

held in Philadelphia, PA (September 17-18) and Dallas, 
TX (October 22-23).  The meetings saw a tremendous 
turnout, especially from the public sector. Jim Simpson , 
former Administrator, FTA, gave the welcoming keynote 
address, stressing the importance of using PPPs to meet 
our transit and transportation needs.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perspectives on PPPs at the local level were presented 
during the luncheon keynote by the Deputy Mayor of 
Philadelphia and the Mayor of Dallas.  Deputy Mayor Rita 
Cutler  of Philadelphia discussed the benefits of public-
private partnerships in meeting all of her cityôs             
infrastructure needs (not just transit systems).  In Dallas, 
Mayor Tom Leppert  outlined the need for PPPs in meet-
ing the regionôs staggering population growth.  In each of 
these addresses, the speakers were able to focus on the   

local needs, but in the context of the national effort being 
promoted by the FTA Headquarters and Regional offices. 
 
A unique feature of the Dallas meeting was a system tour 
organized by Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) officials.   
Over 40 people participated in the 3 hour session of   
station and headquarter visits and thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to compare the Dallas transit system with 
their own.  DART also provided free day-passes for their 
transit system to all meeting registrants. 
 
For the series as a whole, the number of sponsors from 
both the public and private sectors was truly impressive.  
Thirty different local transit authorities and national     
associations actively promoted these meetings.  The  
private sector sponsors, who underwrote the programs 
and served as function sponsors, included Babcock & 
Brown,  Balfour Beatty, Ballard Spahr, CAPITAL 
PARTNESHIPS, HDR, HNTB, Infrastructure Manage-
ment Group, Herzog, Kiewit, K&L Gates, Parsons 
Brinckerhoff,  and Sharon Greene & Associates.  
 
In addition, the NCPPP will conduct four workshops in 
2009, under a second grant from the Federal Transit  
Administration.  Sessions are planned in Atlanta, GA in 
March, Chicago, IL in May, San Diego, CA in July and 
Boston, MA in September.  Numerous sponsorship     
opportunities will be available for both public and private 
organizations.  For more information, contact Krystine 
McGrath.  The exact scheduling for each of these      
meetings is still being determined.  The best way to keep 
track of all NCPPP upcoming events is to check the 
ñCalendar of Eventsò on the NCPPP Website.   

Attendees at the meeting in Dallas, TX listen as Jim Simpson gives his 

address. 


